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Estonia
Type of Government: Unitary parliamentary republic
President: Kersti Kaljulaid
Prime Minister: Jüri Ratas
Capital City: Tallinn
Ideology: Liberal Western democracy
Region: Eastern Europe
Neighbours: Russian Federation and Latvia

DEMOGRAPHICS
• Population: 1.33 million
• Religion: Orthodox 16.2%, Lutheran 9.9%,

none 54.1%, unspecified 16.7%
• Age: Median age 43.7 years, life expectancy 77.4 years.
• Ethnicity: Estonian 68.7%, Russian 24.8%, Ukrainian 1.7%, Belarusian 1%
• Language: Estonian (official) 68.5%, Russian 29.6%

POLITICS

Domestic politics
• Estonia has 5 major political parties that represent a

wide swath of political ideologies: the Estonian
Reform Party (Classical Liberalism), the Estonian
Centre Party (Centrism), the Conservative People’s
Party of Estonia (Nationalism), the Pro Patria
(Christian Democracy), and the Social Democratic
Party (Social Democracy).

• Estonian politics has seen a shift towards far right
politics, with far right wing rhetoric becoming
normalised and Eurosceptic parties gaining traction.

• There are approximately 77,000 stateless people
residing in Estonia as of 2018. A direct consequence
of Estonian Independence from the Soviet Union,
only people who were descendants of citizens of the
previous Estonian state were granted automatic citizenship.

• Estonia became the first state to hold elections over the internet in 2005 and became the first state
to offer e-residency in 2014. Several cryptocurrencies are recognised by the government.



Foreign policy concerns
• Estonia’s geographic proximity to the Russian Federation presents a risk to Estonian independence

and sovereignty.
• Estonia is still waiting for Russia to ratify a treaty to resolve a border dispute that has been ongoing

since Estonia’s independence from the Soviet Union in 1991. Estonia is hoping for the return of
2000 square kilometers of territory annexed to Russia after World War 2. Russia signed the treaty
in 2014, but has still not ratified the treaty.

• Estonia has not established diplomatic relations with North Korea, Sudan or Myanmar.
• In 2007, Estonia was one of the first states to be subject to concerted and coordinated

cyberattacks. The attacks targeted online services of banks, media outlets and government bodies.
Since these attacks, cybersecurity has been a major focal point for Estonian security policy.

ECONOMY
• Estonia has a market economy with a high per capita income.
• Estonia has a very high level of human development, but a significant level of economic

stratification.
• A significant amount of financial again from the European Union has been invested into energy

economies, education, environmental protection, and information society.
• Estonia joined the eurozone in 2011, the first ex-Soviet republic to do so.
• The primary Estonian exports are machinery, wood and paper, textiles, food products and furniture.
• Estronis exports 7.5 times as much electricity as it imports.
• Major export partners are Finland 16%, Sweden 13.5%, Latvia 9.2%, Russia 7.3%, Germany 6.9%,

Lithuania 5.9%
• Major import partners are Finland 14%, Germany 10.7%, Lithuania 8.9%, Sweden 8.5%, Latvia

8.2%, Poland 7.2%, Russia 6.7%, Netherlands 5.9%, China 4.7%

MILITARY
● The Estonian Armed Forces contains around

6,600 active personnel. It is split into four
branches: the Land Forces, the Air Force, the
Navy and the Estonian Cyber Command.

● Estonia has had conscription since the early
1990s. Around 3200 people are conscripted into
the military every year.

● Estonia is a full member of the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization (NATO) and centres its
defence strategy around the doctrine of collective
security.

● Estonia provides peacekeepers to international
missions in Bosnia and Kosovo.

● Estonia currently has deployed 95 defence force personnel in Mali in an effort to fight Terrorist
organisations in the region.


