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India
Type of Government: Quasi-Federal Democratic Republic
President: Ram Nath Kovind
Prime Minister: Narendra Modi
Capital City: New Delhi
Region: South Asia
Neighbours: China, Bhutan, Nepal, Pakistan, Bangladesh,
Myanmar

DEMOGRAPHICS
• Population: 1.39 billion
• Religion: Hinduism (79.8%), Islam(14.23%), Christianity

(2.3%), Sikhism (1.72%)
• Age: Median age 28.4 years, life expectancy 70.42 years.
• Ethnicity: Indo-Aryan (72%), Dravidian (25%), Mongoloid and other (3%)
• Language: Hindi, English

POLITICS

Domestic politics
• India is a quasi-federal system of government, meaning

that there is both a central government and many state
governments with constitutional limitations on power.

• While after gaining independence there were over 200
political parties, there are now two major parties. The
ruling right-wing Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata
Party and the centre-left Indian National Congress.

• Indian domestic politics has become increasingly
dynastic since the 1980s, with certain families producing
multiple prime ministers. This has led some to question
how democratic India is.

• The Indian population is quite divided by factors
including ethnicity, religion, language and caste. Some
parties are explicitly aligned with certain groups, while others attempt to cater to a wider
demographic

• High rates of poverty and unemployment are key issues for many Indian citizens.
• The Modi government’s Hindu Nationalist policies have contributed to increasing rates of political

violence against Muslims and political opponents of the BJP, including students and academics.

Foreign policy concerns
• India has become a prominent regional power and a nuclear power.
• It is part of the BRICS group of major emerging economies with Brazil, Russia, China and South



Africa and was a founding member of the New Development BRICS bank.
• India was the founding member of the Non-Aligned Movement-- a group of developing states that

are not formally aligned with any major power bloc. One of the key current criticisms made by the
Non-Aligned Movement is that the UN, particularly the Security Council, is distortive of the current
realities of global politics and gives too much power to certain member states.

• While some of India and China’s incentives are aligned, their relationship has been strained, and
throughout 2020 and early 2021 they engaged in some armed border skirmishes. The US and India
also have a somewhat troubled history, but do engage in strategic partnerships including agreeing
to share sensitive satellite data with each other in late 2020.

ECONOMY
• India is one of the world’s largest and fastest growing economies. Between 2014 and 2018 it

surpassed China to become the world’s fastest growing economy. It has good long term growth
prospects due to its young population.

• Nearly 60% of India’s domestic GDP is driven by private consumption. The rest is fueled by
government spending, investment and exports.

• However, despite this economic success, India has relatively high poverty rates and large slums in
many cities as income disparity is very large.

• Major export partners are the United States (17%), the United Arab Emirates (9%) and China (5%)
• Major import partners are China (15%), the United States (7%), the United Arab Emirates (6%) and

Saudi Arabia (5%)

MILITARY
● The Indian Armed Forces contain around

1.45 million active personnel (1.25 million
army, 65,000 navy, 140,000 air force).

● Most of India’s military equipment is Russian
but it also has a domestic defence industry
that can produce air, land, missile and naval
weapons systems that it uses domestically
and exports.

● India has deployed troops in many UN
missions and is the third largest contributor
to UN peacekeeping forces. Indian forces
are deployed in the Democratic Republic of
the Congo, Golan Heights, Lebanon and
South Sudan


