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Ireland
Type of Government: Unitary parliamentary
republic
Head of State: President Michael D. Higgins
Head of Government: Taoiseach Micheál
Martin
Capital City: Dublin
Ideology: Christian-Democratic Conservative
Region: Western Europe and Others
Neighbours: United Kingdom (land border
with Northern Ireland, sea border in the Irish
Sea)

DEMOGRAPHICS
• Population: 5,224,884 (July 2021 est.) 122nd in the world
• Religion: Roman Catholic 78.3%, Church of Ireland 2.7%, other Christian 1.6%, Orthodox 1.3%,

Muslim 1.3%, other 2.4%, none 9.8%, unspecified 2.6% (2016 est.)
• Age: Median age 36.5 years, life expectancy 82.3 years
• Ethnicity: Irish 82.2%, Irish travelers 0.7%, other White 9.5%, Asian 2.1%, Black 1.4%, other

1.5%, unspecified 2.6% (2016 est.)
• Language: English (official, the language generally used), Irish (Gaelic or Gaeilge) (official, spoken

by approximately 39.8% of the population as of 2016; mainly spoken in areas along Ireland's
western coast known as gaeltachtai, which are officially recognized regions where Irish is the
predominant language)

POLITICS

Domestic politics
• Ireland is currently governed by a grand

coalition of the traditionally dominant centrist
parties of Fianna Fáil and Fine Gael after the
most recent election in 2020. Both parties
are traditionally christian-democratic
conservative, having led Ireland towards a
more neo-liberal economic environment.

• The 2020 election saw an increase in
support for the more left-wing Sinn Féin, who
gained an additional 15 seats to see a total
of 37, just one seat behind Fianna Fáil’s 38.

• In the 2020 election, 40% of voters identified
healthcare as the most important issue as
there is a severe shortage of hospital beds and resources. Housing prices and homelessness were
the next largest concern.



Foreign policy concerns
• Ireland is one of the world’s most respected nations in a diplomatic sense, with its unique history

providing it with a unique perspective which allows Ireland to find common ground with almost
every nation in the world.

• Ireland was part of the United Kingdom until the Irish War of Independence in 1921, with a split
between the more protestant north and the more catholic south. This led to decades of violence in
the north known as “The Troubles” due to the oppression of the catholic minority, and a desire for a
“united Ireland”. The Troubles ended with the Good Friday Agreement in 1998. This agreement
included a guarantee of free movement between Ireland and Northern Ireland, which was a point of
controversy during Brexit negotiations.

• Ireland is often sympathetic to countries resisting occupation and colonialism due to its own history
of struggle with the United Kingdom. This motivated the Irish Parliament to unanimously condemn
Israel in 2021 over its treatment of the Palestinians.

ECONOMY
• Ireland has a reputation as a tax haven, with little to no company tax, along with its membership of

the EU and English as a first language, making it an attractive place for foreign companies such as
Google and Apple. It is currently opposing the US’ efforts to set a global minimum tax rate.

• Concerns over the impact of a no-deal Brexit complicating economic relations with the UK were
predicted to slow Ireland’s economic growth and lowered consumer confidence.

• In the early 2000s, Ireland had one of the highest rates of poverty in the European Union. While
there are still issues with income inequality, the poverty rate has dropped to 6.7%.

• Ireland uses the Euro.
• Major export partners are the United States( 28%), Belgium (10%), Germany (10%), the United

Kingdom (9%), China (5%) and the Netherlands (5%)
• Major import partners are the United Kingdom (31%), United States (16%), Germany (10%), the

Netherlands (5%) and France (5%)

MILITARY
● The Irish Defence Force has approximately 8700 active personnel (7000 army, 1000 navy, 700 air

force).
● Military spending usually constitutes around 0.3% of GDP
● Ireland has a very small stock of weaponry, all of which is

imported. Most of this is imported from the UK, and
occasionally some weapons are imported from other
European countries.

● Ireland has small numbers of troops deployed on UN
missions. 130 are deployed at Golan Heights and 340 are
deployed in Lebanon. 


