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Kenya
Type of Government: Representative democracy
President: Uhuru Kenyatta
Capital City: Nairobi
Ideology: Democratic
Region: East Africa
Neighbours: Sudan, Ethiopia, Tanzania, Somalia and
Uganda

DEMOGRAPHICS
• Population: 54.91 million
• Religion: 33.4% Protestant, 20.6% Catholic,

20.4% Evangelical Christian, 7% African Instituted
Churches, 11% Muslim

• Age: Median age 20.1 years, life expectancy 67 years.
• Ethnicity: Kenya has many ethnic groups that have often come into conflict. They include the

Kikuyu (17%), Luhya (14.3%), Kalenjin (13.3%), Luo (10.7%)  and Kamba (9.8%)
• Language: Swahili, English and 66 other languages (mostly local languages)

POLITICS

Domestic politics
• Kenya has been relatively stable since it gained

independence in 1963, although there have been a
few notable scandals. After the 2007 Presidential
elections widespread violence broke out. This led to
UN intervention and a mediation led by former UN
Secretary General Kofi Annan which resulted in a
grand coalition government forming

• A new constitution was adopted in 2010. There has
been reasonable stability since then.

• Government leaders have stressed the importance of
freedom of expression and respecting human rights,
but there are still many allegations of severe
repression and abuse by security forces.

• Uhuru Kenyatta was first elected in 2012 and was reelected in 2017. In 2018 he shook hands with
long term rival Raila Odinga, which many saw as signalling that Kenya could now focus on stability
and economic growth

Foreign policy concerns
• Kenya is part of many international organisations, including notably the African Union and African

Development Bank. It is also a member of the IMF and WTO
• Kenya heavily prioritises regional economic and political development, as this is the best way to



ensure that the region remains stable and prosperous. However, it also looks to form relationships
with countries outside of Africa for both trade and diplomatic relationships. It prioritises fair trade in
these relationships.

• The environment is also a key area of priority for Kenya. It is a major player in the United Nations
Environmental Program and advocates for other states to minimise their environmental impact.

• Kenya is often aligned with China, India, Russia and Brazil. It maintains some ties to Western
powers, most notably the UK, but also often blames them for economic and political instabilities.

ECONOMY
• Kenya has a market economy. Its major industries include agriculture, forestry, fishing, mining,

manufacturing, energy, tourism and financial services. It has the third largest economy in
Sub-Saharan Africa, trailing only South Africa and Nigeria.

• GDP growth under the Kenyatta government has remained above 5% per annum. However, there
are still some concerns that Kenya’s growth might not be sustainable due to it accruing debt. The
current debt level is equivalent to 65% of GDP.

• In Kenya’s 2030 growth plan, tourism, agriculture, wholesale/retail trade, manufacturing and IT
services were identified as priority areas. In 2018, universal healthcare, manufacturing, affordable
housing and food security were identified as the top 4 policy priorities.

• Major export partners are Uganda (10%), United States (9%), Netherlands (8%), Pakistan (7%),
United Kingdom (6%), United Arab Emirates (6%), Tanzania (5%)

• Major import partners are China (24%), United Arab Emirates (10%), India (10%), Saudi Arabia
(7%), Japan (5%)

MILITARY
• The Kenyan Defence Force has approximately

24,000 personnel (20,000 army, 1,500 navy,
2500m Air Force)

• Military spending constitutes around 1.3% of
GDP

• Since 2010, the military has begun efforts to
modernise. It has received modern weapons
from China, France, Italy, Jordan, Serbia, South
Africa, Spain, and the US.

• Kenya currently has 3650 troops deployed in
Somalia as part of the African Union Mission in
Somalia. 170 Kenyans have died on this
mission.


