
EVATT 2021
COUNTRY BRIEFING

Niger
Type of Government: Unitary semi-presidential republic
President: Mohamed Bazoum
Prime Minister: Ouhoumoudou Mahamadou
Capital Cities: Niamey
Ideology: Liberal democracy
Region: Africa
Neighbours: Nigeria, Benin, Burkina Faso, Mali, Algeria, Libya,
Chad

DEMOGRAPHICS
• Population: 24.21 million
• Religion: 99.3% Muslim, 0.7% other.
• Age: Median age 26.3 years, life expectancy 63 years.
• Ethnicity: Black African (79.4%), white (9.2%), 8.8% of colour, 2.6% Indian or Asian
• Language: French (official), Arabic, Buduma, Fulfulde, Gourmanchema, Hausa, Kanuri, Zarma &

Songhai, Tamasheq, Tassawaq, Tebu

POLITICS

Domestic politics
• Prior to 2010, Nigeriens lived under five constitutions and three periods of military rule.
• Niger as a state has been a democracy without interruption since 2010 when a new constitution

was adopted after a military coup that led to the then President being put in prison, charged with
corruption.

• Post this coup, the President is elected by universal suffrage and the President chooses a Prime
Minister with whom they share executive power.

• In 2010, Issoufou was elected as the first president of
the ‘Seventh Republic’. He was reelected in 2016.
Issoufou is a member of the Nigerian Party for
Democracy and Socialism. His handpicked successor
was elected in 2021, although there have been
allegations of fraud by opposition candidates.

• There have numerous threats to the country’s
security caused by the fallout of the Libyan Civil War,
the conflict in Northern Mali. French and American
forces are currently helping Niger with threats
presented by attacks by AQIM (Al-Qaeda in the
Islamic Maghreb), spillover of Boko Haram’s
involvement in Nigeria in south-eastern Niger, and the
criminally organised transit of migrants.



Foreign policy concerns
• Niger maintains friendly relations with both the West and the Islamic world.
• Niger was a previous colony of France, and has close relationships with its neighbours in West

Africa.
• A significant portion of the national budget is derived from donations and aid. The most important

donors for Niger are France, the EU, the World Bank, the IMF and various UN agencies.
• Niger is a charter member of the African Union and played a key role in mobilising the African

Union against Boko Haram.
• Along the border between Niger and Nigeria, communities speak the same language (Hausa). This

allows people to cross the border easily.

ECONOMY
• The economy of Niger relies heavily on subsistence crops and livestock.
• Niger has some of the world’s largest uranium deposits. Uranium provides 72% of national export

income, despite the decreasing global price of uranium. Most significant uranium mines are owned
by France.

• Niger shares its currency (the CFA franc) with seven other states in the West African Monetary
Union.

• In 2005, Niger received 100% debt forgiveness from the IMF due to its status as a Heavily Indebted
Poor Country. As part of this debt forgiveness, the government has instituted privatisation and
market deregulation measures.

• Niger’s main export partners include France (31%), Thailand (12%), Malaysia (10%), Nigeria
(9.5%), Mali (5.6%) and China (5.3%)

• The primary imports are food, machinery and petroleum products.
• Niger’s main import partners are France (28%), China (16%), the US (8%), and Nigeria (6%).

MILITARY
• The Niger Armed Forces include the Niger Army, Niger

Air Force, the National Gendarmerie of Niger, the
National Guard of Niger and the National Police.

• The armed forces are composed of approximately
12,900 personnel. They have been involved in several
military coups over the years.

• Niger’s armed forces have a long history of cooperation
with France and the US. Niamey is home to a US
drone base.

• Approximately 800 US military personnel had been
deployed to Niger. These troops are primarily stationed
to help local troops battle Boko Haram and al Qaeda.
France has about 5000 troops in the area.


