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Tunisia
Type of Government: Unitary semi-presidential
representative democratic republic
President: Kais Saied
Prime Minister: Hichem Mechichi
Capital City: Tunis
Ideology: Democracy
Region: Africa
Neighbours: Algeria, Libya, by sea: Malta, Italy

DEMOGRAPHICS
• Population: 11.94 million
• Religion: 98% Muslim, 2% other.
• Age: Median age 32.8 years, life expectancy 77 years.
• Ethnicity: Arab-Berber 98%, European 1%, Jewish and other 1%.
• Language: Arabic (official), French, Berber languages.

POLITICS

Domestic politics
• Tunisia is considered to be the only full democratic

sovereign state in the Arab world. It is the only
country classified as “free” by the Freedom House
organisation.

• Tunisia used to be a French colony, but gained
independence in 1957.

• The 2011 Tunisian Revolution was incited by high
levels of unemployment, food inflation, corruption,
lack of political freedoms, and poor living conditions.
It resulted in the President being overthrown and a
series of elections. This revolution is considered to
be the start of the ‘Arab Spring’.

• In 2013, the leader of the leftist opposition party was
assassinated.

• Tunisia was in a state of emergency for several
months in 2015 after two terror attacks on foreign tourists.

• A wave of human rights organisations are now free to operate in Tunisia. In 2017, Tunisia became
the first Arab country to outlaw domestic violence against women.

• The former Prime Minister Elyes Fakhfakh resigned in 2020 less than a year after first being
elected due to public outcry about alleged conflicts of interest in the awarding of state contracts.



Foreign policy concerns
• Tunisia has an association agreement with the European Union and is a member of La

Francophonie, the African Union, and the Non-Aligned Movement. It has obtained the status of
major non-NATO ally of the United States.

• Tunisia has consistently played a moderating role in negotiations seeking peace in the Middle East.
• There is a significant Tunisian diaspora in France.
• Tunisia is seeking to work with Malta to commercially exploit the continental shelf between the two

countries.
• Tunisia generally has friendly relations with Libya, accepting over two million Libyan citizens fleeing

the Libyan Civil War in 2015. Tunisia’s relationship with Algeria is more precarious than the
relationship with Libya.

ECONOMY
• The Tunisian economy is in the process of being liberalised after decades of heavy state

involvement in the economy. There has been moderate growth over the last decade. The economy
is export-oriented.

• Tunisia made an agreement with the US in 2012 wherein the US guarantees Tunisian
government-issued debt. This reduces the Tunisian government’s borrowing costs.

• The primary industries in Tunisia are petroleum, mining, tourism, textiles, and footwear.
• The European Union is Tunisia’s most important trading partner. Tunisia was the first non-EU

Mediterranean country to enter into a free trade area with the EU.
• The main export partners of Tunisia are France (32%), Italy (17%), and Germany (12%).
• The main import partners of Tunisia are Italy (16%), France (15%), China (9%), Germany (8%),

Turkey (5%), and Algeria (5%).

MILITARY
• The Tunisian Armed Forces consist of the

Tunisian Army, Air Force and Navy.
• Tunisia currently participates in UN

peacekeeping operations in the Democratic
Republic of Congo (MONUSCO) and Côte
d’Ivoire. The Tunisian armed forces have
been part of at least 7 other peacekeeping
operations in the past.

• The Tunisian Armed Forces has 80,000
active personnel, almost half of whom are in
the army. The army is responsible for national
defence and internal security.

• Post Revolution, the military has taken on
increasing responsibility for ensuring
domestic security and dealing with
humanitarian crises.


