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United States of
America
Type of Government: Federal Presidential
Constitutional Republic
President: Joe Biden
Capital City: Washington, D.C.
Ideology: Liberal Western democracy
Region: Western Europe & Others
Neighbours: Canada, Mexico, Cuba (by sea),
the Bahamas (by sea), Russia (by sea)

DEMOGRAPHICS
• Population: 322.8 million.
• Religion: 67.3% Christian, 2.1% Jewish, 1.6% Mormon, 0.8% Muslim, 22.8% none.
• Age: Median age 38.1 years, life expectancy 80 years.
• Ethnicity: 76.5% White, 13.4% Black, 5.9% Asian, 1.3% Native American.
• Language: English, Spanish widely spoken.

POLITICS

Domestic politics
• American politics is deeply polarised. A strong system of checks and balances on the power of the

federal government makes it difficult for new bills to be passed as the two major parties, the
Republicans and the Democrats, agree on very few policies. This has been inflamed by Donald
Trump claiming the 2020 election was stolen, which triggered violence and an attempted
insurrection at the Capitol on January 6 2021.

• The USA grants a great deal of legislative power to its state governments. This leads to wide
inconsistencies in the laws of different states, often rooted in significant ideological differences in
different states’ voting populations.

• Particular issues of recent significance in political debate
have been immigration, gun control and taxation.

• There has been a growth in anti-institutionalist sentiment in
the US, with growing numbers of voters voting for
candidates who appear to be outside of the traditional
framework of the major parties.

• Under President Donald Trump, the US adopted
anti-globalisation and multilateralism policies, including
protectionist economic policies.

• Race and class divides continue to be a source of tension
in American politics, and inform policy debates and social
movements. The widespread Black Lives Matter protests in



2020 returned the government’s focus to the issue.

Foreign policy concerns
• In the wake of the end of the Cold War, the USA has been regarded as the world’s foremost military

and economic superpower. Extensive international military deployment, extensive promotion of free
trade, and longstanding prominent involvement at the UN and other major bodies (e.g. NATO) have
all been manifestations of the US’ international influence.

• The Trump administration’s foreign policy has been considered unpredictable. However, while its
priorities have been prone to rapid shifts, its core themes have usually stayed true to traditional
American doctrine: projection of American power through military influence, particularly in the
service of ideologies such as democracy, remains a major theme. President Biden has signalled his
intent to engage more closely with institutions like the UN than Trump did, including re-entering the
Paris Climate Accord.

• The US has retained a number of close allies in regions around the world.

ECONOMY
• Internationally, the US is the most notable proponent of free trade, especially through its

contributions to the World Trade Organization. However, the Trump administration showed an
unusual willingness to consider protectionist policies, including tariffs on imports from major trading
partners.

• The American economy is highly diverse and, at its most competitive levels, very technologically
advanced.

• Advancement of the economy has not been uniform, and a significant proportion of the
working-class population has suffered the effects of rising inequality. Companies in the US enjoy
very low levels of regulation, and the government enacts comparatively low levels of welfare.

• Major export partners are the European Union (18.7%), Canada (18.3%), Mexico (15.9%), China
(8%), and Japan (4.4%).

• Major import partners are China (21.4%), the European Union (18.9%), Mexico (13.2%), Canada
(12.6%), and Japan (6%).

MILITARY
● The United States Armed Forces contain around 1.4 million active personnel. They are split into six

branches: the Army, the Navy, the Marine Corps, the Air Force, the Coast Guard, and the Space
Force.

● The United States Congress spends a significantly greater amount of its yearly finances on the
military than any other state.

● U.S. troops are deployed in well over 100 countries, for a multitude of reasons.
● The US has a history of supporting military

intervention in conflicts and to prevent
terrorism. This was notable during the
2001-2014 War on Terror, which included
an invasion in Afghanistan, and invasions
of other states including Iraq.

● The US has been involved in the Syrian
conflict, and has engaged in airstrikes on
the region (including in joint coalition with
the UK and France since April 2018).


