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Vietnam
Type of Government: Unitary Marxist-Leninist one- party
socialist republic
Head of State: Nguyễn Xuân Phúc  (President and General
Secretary)
Head of Government: Phạm Minh Chính (Prime Minister)
Capital Cities: Hanoi
Ideology: Communist
Region: Asia-Pacific
Neighbours: Cambodia, Laos, China (by land) Malaysia,
Philippines, Brunei (by sea)

DEMOGRAPHICS
• Population: 97.34 million
• Religion: Buddhist 7.9%, Catholic 6.6%, Hoa Hao 1.7%, Cao Dai 0.9%, Protestant 0.9%, Muslim

0.1%, none 81.8% (2009 est.)
• Age: 32.5 years median age, life expectancy of 75.77 years
• Ethnicity: Kinh (Viet) 85.7%, Tay 1.9%, Thai 1.8%, Muong 1.5%, Khmer 1.5%, Mong 1.2%, Nung

1.1%, Hoa 1%, other 4.3% (2009 est.) note: 54 ethnic groups are recognized by the Vietnamese
Government

• Language: Vietnamese (official), English, some French, Chinese, and Khmer, mountain area
languages (Mon-Khmer and Malayo-Polynesian)

POLITICS

Domestic politics
• Vietnam is famous for the long war fought between the

communist North, and capitalist (but decidedly
authoritarian) South, backed by the USA and other
capitalist nations into the 1970’s. The North eventually
prevailed, with a united Vietnam becoming a communist
one-party state.

• Although the Government describes itself as communist,
The Economist has described the Government as,
“Ardently capitalist communists.”

• Vietnam has a poor human rights record. While obvious
issues exist regarding political freedoms, Vietnam is also
a known people trafficking hotspot, with child labour and
sex trafficking being major elements of this.

• An election to determine the membership of the National Assembly was held in 2021, but
Vietnamese elections are largely seen as rubber stamps rather than contested processes



Foreign policy concerns
• Though the Vietnam War obviously strained relations with the USA and other capitalist nations,

these relations have recently been improving, with a visit from President Obama in 2016, and, more
recently, hosting a summit between US President Donald Trump and North Korean leader Kim
Jong-Un. They also joined the World Trade Organisation, following a similar path to development
as their larger northern neighbour, China.

• China and Vietnam, despite their similar political systems, have not been on the friendliest of terms.
A particular source of friction between the two countries is the competing claims to sovereignty over
the South China Sea.

• Vietnam is also a leading member of the Association of South-East Asian Nations, ASEAN and is a
member of La Francophonie.

• Vietnam is in maritime border disputes with Cambodia and disputes over the Spratly Islands with
China, Malaysia, the Philippines and Brunei.

ECONOMY
• Vietnam has a developing industrial economy, though a substantial focus remains on agriculture.
• It has increasingly moved away from central planning, towards a more market driven economy. It

has also secured free trade deals with both the EU and South Korea. It has also been a proponent
of the Trans-Pacific Partnership.

• Vietnam does however have a remarkably low unemployment rate, with the CIA World Factbook
citing a 2017 rate of only 2.2%. This is coupled with a high GDP growth of 6.8%.

• Key industries include: food processing, garments, shoes, machine-building; mining, coal, steel;
cement, chemical fertilizer, glass, tires, oil and mobile phones.

• Agricultural products include: rice, coffee, rubber, tea, pepper, soybeans, cashews, sugar cane,
peanuts, bananas, pork, poultry and seafood.

• Key export partners include: US 20.1%, China 14.5%, Japan 8%, South Korea 6.8% (2017)
• Key import partners include: China 25.8%, South Korea 20.5%, Japan 7.8%, Thailand 4.9% (2017)

MILITARY
● Vietnam has the 9th largest military in the

world, with 482,000 active personnel, and five
million in reserve. All able-bodied men are
conscripted for a period of two years.

● Vietnam also has a militia force, with service
for a period of four years.

● Most of Vietnam’s military equipment comes
from Russia, including their frontline
fighter-bomber aircraft, the Sukhoi Su-30.
Despite this, a recent lifting of the arms
embargo on Vietnam by the United States has
given it greater choice in arms suppliers.


